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Synopsis
She’s been kidnapped and beaten, lives under surveillance, and can only get onlineé "in

AN

disguisea "at tourist hotspots. She’s a blogger, she’s a Cuban, and she’s a worldwide
sensation.Yoani SAjnchez is an unusual dissident: no street protests, no attacks on big politicos, no
calls for revolution. Rather, she produces a simple diary about what it means to live under the
Castro regime: the chronic hunger and the difficulty of shopping; the art of repairing ancient
appliances; and the struggles of living under a propaganda machine that pushes deep into public
and private life. For these simple acts of truth-telling her life is one of constant threat. But she
continues on, refusing to be silenceda "a living response to all who have ceased to believe in a

future for Cuba.
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Customer Reviews

I'm reading Havana Real. My thoughts turn to my youth in the seventies. | remember watching news
coverage showing what seemed to me valiant people daring shark infested seas in search of
freedom. Their ’boats’ little more than flimsy rafts pieced together from the most unlikely parts: old
tires, planks of plywood, the shell of an old rusting car. | remember seeing the US Coast Guard
waiting beyond an invisible barrier silently cheering the refugees on, waiting to bring them to
freedom. These were days just after the Cuban Missile crisis and my country was still fearful of our

neighbors, fearful of the might of a little island with a strong and passionate leader. Every Cuban



that crossed that imaginary boundary in the middle of the Atlantic was a victory for freedom and
even |, as a child, was touched by their bravery. It's been many years since | was first exposed to
the desperate plight that plagues this small island yet the struggle of the Cubans still wages on. |
recently met a man that told me his story. He first tried to come to The US as a young man, still in
his teens. His crossing was not successful and he and his raft mates were caught somewhere in the
middle of the Atlantic between America and Cuba. He was held in prison for nine years emerging
finally, a man in his late twenties. He told me how he felt that his most important years had slipped
away from him. First love, a chance for education, any kind of decent employment were lost to him.
He emerged into an island more degraded than the one he had sought to flee and his sadness
overwhelmed him. After three years of working, doing anything to earn enough money to buy his
right to risk his life on yet another raft he finally made it to the US. He is free now, he misses his

family, he is grateful for his freedom.
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